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Introduction 
 
Cooperative learning is a proven and mature pedagogical approach, 
well-positioned to contribute positively to the ever-changing and 
complex educational environment of the 21st century.  Educators' 
interest in the power of cooperation for learning continues to increase.  
With this comes the commitment to expand the use of cooperation, to 
deepen the understanding of how cooperation can be appropriately 
developed in differing contexts and to encourage educational 
innovation based on cooperative principles.   
 
For over thirty years conferences organized by the International 
Association for the Study of Cooperation in Education (IASCE) have 
led the way in highlighting and disseminating the progress of research 
and practice in cooperative learning.  The 2010 conference aimed to 
push the boundaries of existing knowledge and practice even further.    
The program was designed to be dynamically engaging and 
intentionally interactive.  It gave voice to researchers and educators 
who are engaged in challenging and innovating pedagogy, policy, and 
practice through cooperative learning and cooperation.  
 
With a focus on these commitments, The School of Education, 
University of Queensland, Brisbane was proud to join with IASCE to 
host this conference. Many wonderful papers and workshops were 
delivered across the three days. We wish to express our gratitude to 
all participants who came from near and far to join in making the 
event a memorable one. This publication cannot of course replicate 
the academic, interpersonal and communal dynamism that was 
evident but it can at least provide a window to view some of the 
topics that were shared and discussed. We thank the authors who are 
represented here for refining their presentations for publication and 
allowing us to share their scholarship and practice with a wider 
audience. 
 
